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it was true that Labienus had listened to the offers made him. Labienus had made a vast fortune in the war. He peihaps thought, as other distinguished officers have done, that he was the person that had won the victones , that without him Caesar, who was being ao much praised and glorified, would have been nothing, and that he at least was entitled to an equal share of the honors and rewaids that might be comiDg, while if Caesar was to be disgiaced, he might have the whole recompense for himself Casar heard of these overtures , but he had refused to believe that Labienus could be untrue to him He showed his confidence, and he showed at the same time the integrity of his own intentions, by appointing the officer who was suspected of betraying him Lieutenant-general of the Cisalpine Province. None the less it was true that Labienus had been won over. Labienus had undertaken for his comrades, and the behef that Caesar could not depend on his troops renewed Pom-pey's courage and gave heart to the faction which wished to precipitate extremities The aspect of things was now alteied What before seemed rash and dangerous might be safely ventured Caesar had himself followed the messengers to Ravenna. To raise the passions of men to the desired heat, a report was spread that he had bi ought his troops across and was maiching on Rome. Cuno hastened off to him, to bnng back under his own hand a distinct declaration of his views.
It was at this crisis, in the middle of the winter 60-49, that Cicero returned to Rome. He had held his government but for two years, and instead of escaping the catastrophe, he found himself plunged into the heart of it He had managed his province